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the discrimination from the total motor disposition of a specific
motor disposition experienced as anticipated escape action; indeed,
the anticipation of escape action possibly is the affective tone. In
a simply organized animal with only one possible mode of escape
action (such as withdrawal) there is only one possible motor
disposition relevant to escape; this, therefore, necessarily becomes
the conceptual action which is the conative element of that act of
perception. In a more complexly organized animal, however, there
are many possible variants of the escape action, only one of which
is to be selected.

Probably on any theory of behaviour, certain general features
of the relevance14 of sensa to action, that is to say, their affective
tone, must be taken to be inescapably given in persistent features
of the psychophysical field. But it is a cardinal feature of adaptive
behaviour that the relevant action is only thus given in a general
way, and that the particular action has to be suited to the particular
circumstances of the total perceived situation. Any really adaptive
behaviour involves anticipation of possible experiences, and
selection of action to avoid or realize these experiences. But the
actions themselves are in the future, and what has to be selected
must be in the present. There must be a selection from real
possibilities of action, and these possibilities are the conceptual
actions. The anticipation of future experiences which we know in
ourselves, and can confidently infer from the behaviour of animals,
would have no function to perform if we were powerless to act in
accordance with that anticipation. If there is not a real selection
of possibilities of action in respect to the anticipated experience;
if the action is completely determined by the nature of the stimulus,
innate organization and past experience; then men and animals
have simply to take what is coming to them, and their capacity of
anticipating what this is to be before it comes, is a capacity which
has no function to perform. We must conclude, therefore, that in
all adaptive action there is a real selection of possibilities of action,

facts, he concludes that the visceral reactions are not the excitants of emotion, though they
strengthen it, and contribute to the energy of the behaviour. Cannon has also cited
experimental evidence that in animals emotional behaviour, and in man. emotional feeling, are
not dependent on visceral changes. We may add that organic conditions existing prior to
the percipient event may predispose the Central Agent to prehend a sensum with a specific
emotional tone, as illustrated by the different responses of an animal to a sexual sensum. when
its sexual organs are in different physiological states'.

14. While relevance _ (or meaning) as such must be taken, on the plane of this discussion
at any rate, as an ultimate fact, specific relevances of sensa to conceptual actions are the
result either of the evolutionary process when they are innate, or of previous experience of
the consequences of sensa when they have been learnt.